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A Letter to the Honourable 
©... Collonel Oy, &c. 
Moſt Efteemed , = 


I Od having been graciouſly pleaſed to inſpire you with 
Sz> and enable you with comme to quell and 


diſhpate the late Rebellion and its ſeduced rabble ; 
and again through your fidelity tro the Parliament pour 
Generall, to fruſtrate a no lels dangerous, becauſe a more 
ſutil deſign, which fild the hearts of your friends with a- 
ſtoniſhment, and your enemies with hopes, that by your aſ- 
ſerting what an inconſiderable part of a brigade had framed, 
you would have contributed to new combutſtions and your 
own and the Nations ruin, But God hath again blawn up- 
on the devices of thoſe that bear ill will co our Sox ; and your 
conſtancy to the Parliament, and acquieſcence in their 
Reſolves, and your own. religious unanimity, hath extin- 
guiſhed the hopes of your enemies, and adminiſter to your 
friends occafion of rejoycing. 

And now I knowing full well the integrity of your ſelves 
and many more the renowned and honeſt Officers of our 
Army, I am bold to communicate a Paper which provi- 
dence brought to my hand to your confideration 5 which 
though it bears a ſpecious Title, hath within ic a moſt dam- 
nable deſigne, the perſwading to a Tolleration of Popery ; 
this fills me with indignation, and will I kope awaken your 


. jealoukie being Proteſtants, the Paper having been printed 


and diſperſed about the City. 
Lever took it for a ſcandal], which M Pryzz the Benchier 


of Lincolg Inne ſo confidently affirms in his Books, that 


there are nimay Jeſuites under Red Coats in Our. Irmy, 
and I heartily think he is miſtaken 4 For 1 hope you will a!l, 


both Officers and Souldiers, ſpeedily take ſome good oc- 


 caſion 
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caſion, to remonſtrate. to the Parliatent, and the whole 
World, your deteſtation of the Romiſh Religion, . 1 ſay, 
thit bloody, that perſecuting, that ſenſual}, carnall and po- 
hiricall Religion: | 

In mine own Judgment, though I thus rant againſt Po- 
pery, I ſtrongly incline ta an equall tollerating of all others 
that profeſs Chriſt come in the fleſh to be Lord and King, 
and I verily beleeve thoſe ſeduced innocent fouls the Qua- 
kers, have ro deſign of miſchief to the State ; much leſs 
thoſe honeſt, faithtull, conſcientious and godly people of 
the Rebaptized Profeſſion, who have in the late Rebellion. 
all cordially ated for the Parliament, to the ſhame of the 
rigid or rather Royall Presbyterians, who *twas conceived, 
wiſhed too well in their hearts to Booth and Maſſy. 

But I ſtay here, and forbear to give you further trouble, 
oy I requeſt you to put agood conſtruction on this my 
ceſtgn: I never appear'd to the world before in this kind, 
and pofſity never will again: Notwithſtanding 1 ſhall rake 
all opportunity t > maKe it appear that] am 


M off Efteemed, 


From Londoz. 


Torr faithfull ſervant - 
A.B. 
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Dr, 4 holding forth of Univerſall immunity 4n-exergiſe of 
 Chriftias' Religion, expreſſedin 4 Letter tog 

Perſon of Condition, © — 

Sir, TT | : ONE a 
Y this enſuing diſcourſe, you will fee my judgment. 

B Ir's true, I do it currente calawo, in more haſte, then 
che gravity of your:queſtion meyted 3 but that is to 

the manater. Iam very pquive, even.inmy molt examinate 

refleRions, as to che matter, to aflert lbrrty of Religion to all 

Chriſtians, which therefore I call, as you {ee1a the Title. 

Hee it much ventilated:amangſt our wiſeſt mpdelers of 
the Oeconomicall part of our purchaſed. uberty ja! Relgion, 
wheeker it .confiſt with: a. conicientious and -well zegulated 
Common-wealth, to give reſtraint in order to anyiparties pro- 
Kfling Chriſtianity 2. Whence, upon your commands, :Iake 
 pefiiand-put to-paper, dipt ininke,. withaut the;too $00 ordi- 
-Raxy contemperature of gall;as the ſubject requirss:;/Religion, 
if true, being.alwaies to be animated with charity, - 4 - 

I profefle in the firit place,. that as ro thoſe whom we call 


. Papiſts and Prelatiffs, my education has fo prevented; all tor- 


raine tinures, that I am not capable of any further aection, 
then what the purity of Chriſtian Religion-ayooverti anfl; obli- 
geth, And theretore prelcribing to. my {&lt.thole narrow, 
yet fanRified bounds, I preſume to offer theſemotiyes,of [iber- 
ty, asthey xelate+to all,;not- ſceing, haw we can.excluce any, 


| bythe principles of Chriſtianity ancrealon,  .*. 


* Firſt, -F conſider that: Religianis: a:habit or vertue, which 


| hath God for its immediate objeR,by-which we are 1acline4t0 


perform our dwties in Divine worſhip, beg 2 ſpecyes of juſtice, 
whoſe formal!l reaſon, or efſenciall conſtderation{ according-to 
Logicians language ) conſiſts in rendring.to cack,one vaiuably 


| as the commurartve, or at leaſt ptoportionably,as tbe diftribu- 


tive, what is dae. Whence to very many of our learned men, 
| AS OE ae. 


[4] 
it ſeems to follow, that Religion is not within the virge of 
humane cogftizance, ſince both parties concern'd (God being 
above all Laws) are not-liable to our Tribunals. 
Secondly, Neither doth the reſtrictive,or rather declarative 
term Chrifle added to Religion,enlarge the bounds of hu- 
mane cognizance,as to this pagers 4 {ome Divine de- 


legation may be produced by an authenticall Inſtrument,whuch 
hitherto-Ido not hear-is pretended to, by our modern rigid 
Cenſurers out of holy Scriptures, which only can ſecure the 
attempt from high preſumption, according to our Principles, - 
Thegreat Cleark Eraſmus, though a Papi# ( whom I wil- 
lingly name in this buſinefſe, not only tor the eminency of his 
learning bur” for the great eſteem our Countrey had of his 
judgment, as Sir Thomas More witneſleth in his Defence a- 
gainſt Dorpixe ) ſurviving till thele fires began to kindle, took 
an eaſieoccafion to ſhew the barrenneſſe of holy Writ, as to 
this particular : and withall with much ſcorn he recounts a 
great Pulpit-mans applying S. Pauls hereticum hominem gevi- 
ia, ſbun an heretick to take them off their hives, that is, to put 
them todeath. Thus zeal not regulated, turns to folly : For 
the Apoſtle gives not the leaſt hint for it, as the text ſpeaks, 
and he ſhews. 
| Thirdly,Our bleſſed Lord himſelf gave his great Commiſſt- 
on to-the Apoſtles in this form, Mat.28.19.Go teach all nations, 
&c. And the Apoſtle 2 75»:.2.24, a5 it were commenting 
upon it, ſaith: The Servant of the Lord muſt not ftrive, but be 
gentle to all men,apt toteach,forbearing in meekneſs, inſtruttine 
thoſe that are comtraryminded,if God peradventure will give them 
repentance to the acknowledemem of the truth.Where both texts 
directs all: Chriſtian procedare in Religion to be by teaching, 
not dominecring, or lording over Conſciences. Whence 
{urely in order to us, who juſtly pretend higheſt reverence to 
holy Scripture, chis plea will ſtop all unlawtull invaſions, and | 
unjuſt uſurpations of Gods prerogative in puniſhing for Con- | 


ſcience, Fourthly, 


* » i 
' Foutthly, Upon this Divine and Apoſtolicall ſandion,ir is 
evident, ( as our learned men obſerve) that che primitive 
times,{( by which we have alwaies deſired to modelize our 
forms ft Government, as to matter of Religion ) did not at. 
all ule violence to Conſciences. Inſomuch that Cyprian Ep.62. 
uts the difference betwixt the Synagogue, and the Chriſtian 
Jhurch in this, that then by a corporeall, . now only by a ſpi- 
ritual iword , contumagy .135 puniſhable, And hence 380 
| Years after Chriſt, Idacius Clarus a Spaniſh Biſbop, was ſe- 
| ver'd from Chriſtian communion, for having incited the Ma- 
giſtrates againſt PriſciHian, though an Arch-heretick, Iris 
| alſo obſervable, that the Arians, who were indeed Anti- 
| Chriſtian under Conflantizs, are known tobe the firſt intro- 
ducers of ſanguinary, and other compulſive Decrees- upon 
cg” pa in order to belief. Wirh all which is confiſteat; 
that .zf any wxder colour of Religion [hall diſtarbe the peare, the 
| juſtly loofe tbs Loney as ws [panda vor S, and al ane” 
quity confirms. Whence I PT eyonnynr ee 
- Fithly, Peradventure ſome would urge the Papifts juſt for- 
feiture of theſe ChriſtianRights of religious immunity by their 
particular demerits in the CO ren Tocins. As to this , 
Chriſtianity compels meo viticate the body of them from 
the leaſt ewlt init ,, ſmce K., Fames himſelf ( who was very 
privy tothe intriegues of that State-prodigie } in his Procla- 
mation preſently declared them innocent, And indeed Ari- 
"q- fotles, and much more Chriſtian Schools, wonld condemn it 
as agreat Solaciſme, i they ſhould conclude all of us guilty ot 
every horrid crime, which ſome few Proteſtants, to their 
C3 petuall ignominy,are known to have perpetrated, or upon 
Fieeoo to00 remote Titles ſhould deprive us of our Chriſti- 
an Rights, and conſcientious Liberties, {ince as each one 
carries the guilt of his own crime, ſo the puniſhment accor- 


| ding to all Law, . 


Sixthly, 


(6) 

Sixcly, Whereas further may be objetcd, the crucly of the 
modern Spanith inqurſition, and of the Prelatick High=Commiſſi- 
on. Ir iscaſily rerorted by them bath : why ſhould we cm- 
brace, whac we diſlike 1n chem ? Except WE will hear ixom the 


Prophet, YVidebas furem, & crr7ebas cum eo : you ſaw a Thief and 
dilrun with bim ; that is, toſtcal with him, Shall we erect again 
pecuniary and caercive Courts of Conſcience , which'we pul'd 
down, as being againſt rhe nature of Conſcience; which 1s only 
\ubje& ro Gods Courr of Juſtice, as we jultly alleadged, when 1x 
rclarcd to our own Liberties of Conſcience? As forthe Inqus/;- 
tion,we all know,it was introduced to rid the Countrey of Moors 
and F:wes, which only by the Fagor could be conſumed : we 
are nor allo ignorant that it is not introduced as marrer of Faith 
amonoſt cher, neither is it Univerſally received, France abhors 
all violence in this kind, Germany, Flaxders, Poland, and many 0- 
rher parts do not admit it. Mult Spaiz only, and only 1a this, di- 
ret us ?. .Gregory Nez4anzen in his fourth Oration, when Ortho- 
dx Chriſtians had by Jul:a:s death obrained the worlds Sove- 
raighty (whit is ottr cafe) very piovifly perfwadesrhe Magi 
rates, notto turn the points of their Swords againſt even Infi- 
dels, which they had cruelly ſheathed inour hearts. He gives 
the reaſon, ' Ofendamu quod illos Damones daceant, quod rarſum 
Chritus nos. erudiat * 1xt: us ſhew them raat. thc Deval taught 
ebem rhoſe crucltics, and Chriſt our mcekyeſs. Hence in Q, Ma- 
r:es dayes, the lcarnedſt Perſon in that Age eAlphonſus 4 Caſtro, 
though a Payiſt, Preacht ar ;yhire-Hall in preſence of K. Philip a- 
gainſt our home ſevcrities, as our famous Mr. Fox allures us : 
and the late Archbiſhop Tearned Pottour Exrdafter St, eng u- 
ſtins, did not hold a Gallbwes to be a fr Atgturnentfor Conver- 
ſ1b1'of miſ-undetftandins Soules;as he perſwaded theKinzzwho 
was therefore wholly againſt ir, as he declared upon all occaft- 
ons. And he who was, and 1s celebrated as the wilclt of our Pro- 
reſtant Princes, hath in Print diſowned all cocrcion in mod 
as K. James in-his Apology 48 Chriftian-Prixces. And indeed thoug 
by-ſuggeſtiqnot ſome intemperate Spirits, there hath beet roo 
ro0 much ſeverity uſed, ſuch as was old Cecil, whormade Mar- 


ginal Notes upon F:linr Gefts (the Grand Apoſtate amd fubdo- | 


lous Perſccutor of Chriſtians) as his Diredory for procceding in 
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LES: 

matter of Religion againſt Papiſts : yetin all timesthe moſt c- 
minent and conſcientious perſons of Church and Common- 
wealch amongſt us, have diſclaimed and bluſhe at our fcyere 
Laws againſt Religion : which have made vs aa obloquy to 
all our Neighbours, cven to our Brethren the Ho!landers, whoſe 
Chriſtian policy even beyond envy flouriſhcth at Amſterdamand 
other places, with exemplary picty and freedome. And 1n the 
combuſtion betwixt tne Arminians and Gomarifts they cxperi- 
enced a happy cftcCt of this univerſal immunity. For even rhe 
Papiſts,who were very numerous, (and ſurely are fo here, it we 
1avolveall of that jJadgment, more thea is catily conceived) af- 
ſ{urcd the Magiſtrates,that their Religion 9b!iged chemyto be faithfull 
to the Swperionrs,and that accordingly they would ſtand by rhzm 
againſt whomſocver, Upon which ground the wiſcſt people in 
the \Vorld the old Romans offered to the Fewerrhough a conquer - 
cd Nation,their Liberties of Religton;and their own Hiſtorians, 
ro their honour declare, and they had anfwerable eft<&ts; as alſo 
now welſcein Frence, where our Religion is happily tulcrared, 
with what fidelity the King of France (crverh himſclt in places ot 
chicteſt rruſt in the Wars,otthe moſt eminent Profcfiours of our 
Religion, and in like manner the King of Po!e and others. 
Whence we mult confeſs, that in the judgment of all Partics, 
Soul-immmanity connatwrally infers a conſcientious fidelity 22:14 rhere- 
fore it cannot produce leſs efteCt; here of loyalty in all who ſhall 
by aboliſhment of compulſive Laws as to conſcience find the 
comfort of the freedome, where gratirude in all ingenions na- 
rures freed from bondage, will imprint indelible Characters of 
duty to be tranſmitted even to poſterity. | £ 
Seventhly, Ir's rue that the poſterior R:»22ns, rhe dregs of the 
old Heathens, who like the Fewes meaſured a'lthings by the tet 
of teonporall bleſſings, objected the ill faccefs of rhe Empire, to 
be from the liberty of Chriſtianity ; which moved 0r./5:uby 
St. Auguſtines command to write his Hiſtories, as teſtimonies 0* 
Gods blefſiags : And it gave occaſion to St, Auguftiz himfelf ro 
enrich the World with his Books Of th: City of Go, upon the 
ſame dcfign, and to ſhew ill ſucceſſes to have come from rhem- 
ſelves, In the fame manner we know, that ſome ill natur'd ard 
froward Perſons have fo far cavycd or Neighbours freedome 
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[8] 
in matter of Conſcience,that,like thoſe old Heathens,they would 
injuriouſly impure our preſent miſcries tothis freedome;where- 
as unqueſtionably the want of univerſall immunity, or rather 
the violent reſtraint of tender Conſciences, ſtrook the firſt fire of 
all our combultions,as no Erglih-man can be ignorant,who hath 
bee n'conremporaty tothem, The belt remedy will be«ſince as 
natrurc reachcrh, contraria contrarisu cuarantnr,) by a contrary ap- 
plication of cenderneſs, which will fincerely waite all affcHions; 
a5 amongſt the old Philoſophers, who though diffcring intheir 
Tenets, concerning God and his Worſhip, yet out of their ſeyc- 
rall Schooles, in mutuall civill offices obliged each other. 

Eighrly, It we further conſider this buſineſs, as we arc Engli- 
mer, that 15, true Patriots, having an eye upon our relations a- 
broad, we cannot bur take notice of both our powerfull Neigh- 
bors 11terefled 1n it, who though our of preſent exigencies of 
State they may difſemblethe ſenſe they have of our perſecuting 
tacir Religion : yet ſince william whom we call Conquerozr his 
triumphs, our Countrey hath ſadly experienced in cach of them 
when not joyned (as now they cafily may-be) their power and 
readineſs to attaque and invade us, ſometimes as Prizcipuls, 0- 
ther times as A#x3liaries to our damage by Sea and Land upon 
far leſs pretences, cſpccially when (as is cultomary amongſt 
bordering en2mies in military policies) they could work fit op- 
perrunities, by ſementing, or tomenting our home=-diviſions, 
which a fraternall tenderneſs to cach other, in point of Religi- 
on, above all other ties, (and more in on Nadon then in any 
ather,as experience ſhews)would cft;uilly prevent, and ſecure 
usfar otherwiſe, then the old Roman Wals agatiait the Pits, or 
our dancing and daring Bulwarks againſt Julim Ceſar and 0- 
thers, which as we know, ſometimes failed us. 


. Ninthly, Again, If as prudent and provident perſons. w 
look upon the ſcequell of chis buſineſs, as it relates cven to a (clf- 
neſs, this little world of ours,for theſe laft hundred years, having 
experienced almoſt incredible vertiginous revolutions in matter 
of Religion, prudent ſeli-ſceking will teach us, to provide for 
thelike vicifſtudes, by leaving Lez:tives to Poſteriry; that in caſe 
our own Iftue ſhall differ in opinion, from the future prevail- 
ing DoQtrines (tor among ſo many Scs, none of uscantell, 


— 
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[93 
which ſhall at laſt get and keep the Chair) they may ſerve as 
Preſervatiyes of their eſtarcs and perſons, even intheſe religious 
epidamicall diſcaſcs. 

Tenthly, As con our old weather-bcaten exceprion 
againſt the Papijts acknowledgment of a torrain power in ſpiri- 
tuals ; Beſidesthar it catricsthe anſwerto it ſelf, being in Spiri- 
tuals, and therefore as we muſt confeſs, not apt to diſturbe our 
externall peace, it is alſo antiquated by publick conſent of all 
parts, even whererhe 4 power 1s moſt predominant, the 
attual coexiſtency of bothSwords by daily experience being ren- 
dred clear toourſenſes, We muſt arknowledg publicktruths : As 
for example even in 7taly,as in caſe of Parmiz and Modinagthough 
little Princes, they had no difficulty wich their Popiſh Subjects, 
ro maintain their temporall right, againſt rhe Popes pretences. - 
Venice with high oppolition in the Magiſtrate,and fignall alleg1- 
ance inthe Subjects, Eccleliaſticall and Civill, France, Spain, and 
Germany give daily inſtances of their ſecurity, in their Subjets 
allegiance,againſt whatſoever {pecious Titles. And even at home + 
under Hemry the 8th. in thoſe too roo high conteſts berwixt him 
and Pope Clement,and under Q. Elizbeth aiter Pope Pius his cen- 
ſures, and in 88. 1t 1s conteſt, that none gave greater ſatisfation 
in pointof allegiance to our Princes, then the Papifts, Particular 
Tenetrs are like opinions, which touch only ſpeculation, and are 
circumſcribed to theSchools, norallowed as to praftice, Sothat all 
parties would now deride us, if we would ſeem ro pit weight 
'on ſo ſtramineonsa foundation,againſt ſo great a 900d; inorder 
tothe publick, as liberty of Conſcience. .- 

Laſtly, All which conſtderations duely weighed, will enforce 
us to conclude; that they muſt juſtly be preſumed to be enemies 
of our Countreys happineſs, arid of the ſaptearn government, 


 whoby perſwading enforcement of Conſcience, would endeavour 
Toyeny to kindle diſafteCtions to Supetiours, in all thoſe whom 
c 


they deſire to be ſeverely. handled for Religion, and-in all Fore 
reigners who will be concerned in this common cauſe, which 
by all Laws(as thern(elves heretotore,when they were under the 
lafh have pleadcd) ſhould be moſt irece, and in which all men 


are juſtly moſt render. | 


You may plealc to accept this ia complyance with che rows 
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[10] 
I haveto your command : The cauſc is common,and therefore I 
willingly obey you, ſoul-liberty being the higheſt intereſt of man- 
kind, and jhath the greateſt influence on the proſperity of our 
own Nation, andeyen of cach particular perfon, Our bodies and 
fortunes are ſubje& to higher powers upon juſt exigencies, the 
ſoul only ro God; which, if free, we #all meet in our moſt af- 
fetuous Orizons for the publick concern: and therefore all good 
Patriots deſire with you not to have it captivated, nor toſce 0- 
thers contriſtated for want of enjoyment” of every ones due 


right in this their deareſt intereſt, which is allo the only 
aime of 


Your moſt obliged Servant 


T.F 


To F. 


I muſt nceds beſtow a Line upon you to tell you, that al- 
though your Epiſtle hath preyailed with the Earl of Pembrook,, 
{o far as to move inthe Parliamem-Houſe (as lam) yet inform. 
ed for a tolleration of P - others as wilc as he do account 
your beſt Arguments for it {tramineous and falaciouſly Jcluiti- 
cal; and ere long if thou doſt not change thy lodging, I ſhall 
ſend thee a more particular anſwer. Farewell. 


From my lodging in Lon- Its no matter for my name, 
. . don, Sept, the 28, 1659, . Taman Engliſh-man. 


Si cum Few ttis, non its cums Feſuitic. 


FINTS. 


